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COVER UP 
RESCOURCES
• Blue and Red plastic cloths (Dollar Store $1 table cloths)
• Toilet tissue to make individual pieces of trash and a pile under the blue cloth.

SET UP
• Make a pile of rubbish covered by blue cloth and keep the red cloth hidden
• Give each person a piece of trash as they enter the meeting or before your message

2 KEY PHRASES TO MASTER
• What we cover, God will uncover.  
• What we uncover, God will cover.

INTRODUCTION
Hold up and look at your piece of trash. Is it a picture of any sin in your heart that 
only you know about:  pride, fear, lust, anger, envy, self-pity, bitterness etc?

Point to the blue cloth covering the pile of trash. 
We want to look good with others, so we cover it up. Nobody knows. 

Read the story of David's sin with Bathsheba  (2 SAMUEL 11:5-17)

If instead of reading the story you can dramatically tell it as if you are David (don't 
mention his name) or, have someone do that, and can jump right into the story, you will 
add drama to this familiar Bible story. 

Nobody knows. Here I am getting married. The baby she is pregnant with -- everyone thinks it's her 
husband's baby who heroically died in battle and I the king am doing a gracious act of marrying her. 

You see I had to have her. She was beautiful. I took her to myself. Later I heard she was pregnant. I had 
to cover it up.  Called her husband from the front lines.  Go be with your wife. Problem solved. They will 
all think it is his baby. But he would not play ball. Found him the next day outside his house.  'How can I 
be with my wife when my fellow soldiers are fighting and the ark of the covenant is out there?' Good man. 
Very noble.  Please stay another night. Come eat and drink more wine.  Surely now he is drunk, he will go 
be with his wife and the business will be taken care of.  

But next day I discovered he had not played ball again and stayed outside. He left me no choice. I had to 
arrange for him to be killed at the front of the battle. Business taken care of. Nobody knows.  

Who was the man? 

But someone did know.

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.  2 SAMUEL 12:1



If you have a personal story of covering up some sin, that would be great. God 
impressed on me that if ever I tell the story of David, I should also tell the story of 
Richard not giving in all the money from the book tables at OM -- still the hardest story 
for me to ever tell in a meeting. 

WHAT WE COVER, GOD WILL COVER
Pull away the blue cloth.

Read the story of God sending Nathan to confront David. 

The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, 
one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor 
man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his 
children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.

4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or 
cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 
belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who 
did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no 
pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!  

2 SAMUEL 12:1-7a

Note: David so quickly accused another and excused himself -- so heavy on another for 
killing an animal that he should be put to death. So light on himself for killing a person. 

Can you illustrate when God said to you, "Thou are the man (or woman)!" 

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”
Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. 

2 SAMUEL 12:13

David confesses his sin - no more excuses.

And immediately -- he was forgiven.  
It took up to a year to confess his sin, but it took no time for God to forgive him. 

Now cover the trash with the red cloth. 

WHAT WE UNCOVER, GOD COVERS

Hold up your trash again.  If this is a picture of any hidden sin in your heart, would you 
come and put it under the red cloth?

But before you come, tell one person what it is. Don't have to go into detail but just say 
for example, "This is lying." 



As people come forward, you could sing (and/or sing at the end of your message) 
- Hymn:  What can wash away my sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus.
-  Song:  Amazing Grace by Christy Nockels

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
Amazing love, now flowing down
From hands and feet that were nailed to the tree
As grace flows down and covers me
(repeat)

Chorus:
It covers me, It covers me, It covers me
His grace flows down and covers me

Read David's Psalm of Confession:  PSALM 32:1-5 NIV
(Use NIV because it uses the words covered & cover)

As you read the passage out loud yourself or together, ask if they can spot the 
BLUE cover (v5).

Notice in (vs 3-5) there is no song in his heart - David is feeling miserable. 

Now can you spot the RED cover (v1)  
See how David now has a song to sing (vs 1-2)

1 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
2 Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them

    and in whose spirit is no deceit.

3 When I kept silent my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 


